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All’s bare in

love and war

A deeply personal story about the
lives of journalists on the frontline.

Review by Claire Scobie

hat Remains is the story of
Kate Price, ajournalist
whostarts hercareerin

Riyadhin 1991 as the world press
gatherfor Operation Desert Storm.
While her British [oreign editor
Larrydoesnothave high
expectations of this “green-arsed
kid”, she isdetermined Lo become
“the best reporterin the business”.

Price persuades two veteran
photographers-TPete McDermolt
and John Rubin-toletherjoin them
on atrip towards Kuwait. Her first
brutal encounter withwaris on the
“Highway of Death”, the road from
Basrabombed with napalin by the
Americans, lcaving hundreds of
Iraqi troopsdead, theirblackened
military vehicles scattered across
the desert. “Eerily, theirradios were
still playing.”

During the next 14 years, Price
covers Rwanda, Chechnya,
Palestine, the Bosnian massacrein
Srebrenica and the 2003 invasion
of Traq, sometimes alone, often
with McDermolt.

Written from the first-person
pointofview, Price has gumption
and ambition and believes her
words can make a difference. Raised
in Australiauntil shewas 15, when
her parentsreturned to England,
she always wanted to cover war.

McDermotthas areputation as
a “scratchy character” who is
defined by thelives of strangers he
has photographed.

Their complex, torturous and
deeplytenderrelationshipis the
thread that pulls you through Leith’s
fierce, compellingand pacy novel.
It's what drives Price to return to

Sniper Alleyin Sarajevo and the

Palestine Hotel in Baghdad. ltalso
givesrise to some of Leith’s most
scarching prose. “ ‘Which onec ofus
loved more,” wonders Kate. ‘There is
always theloverand the beloved,
the objectand the subject. There is
alwaystheonewholovesmore.”

Torjournalists, Price says, “cach
war hasits own character”. It the
Balkanswas her war, Rwanda was
herundoing. It’s here that Kate lets
herguard down - literally with Pete —
and where the nightmares begin
thatneverleave her. “Rwanda was
toomuch for themind to take in.
Somethinginherwasdying...her
hope.” She describes how the
“killers loungingaround in the grass
beside the piles of putrefying bodies
were kids...thewaftof decay...
thickand greasy on ourskin”.

There are some powerful set-
piecesinthenovel. The churchin
Nyarubuye, Rwanda, where
hundreds of Tutsi women were
raped and murdered; spending the
nightinafreezinghousein
Chechnya as Russian shells rain
down. Thereisalsoapoignantvisit
to ahospital trealing ATDS victims in
KwaZulu-Natal (based on Leith’s
personal experience).

But particularly movingare the
last chapters setin Baghdad, where
McDermottand Price forma
lifelong friendship with an Traqi
family. Already emotionallyscarred
by Rwanda. Priceis further
untethered in Baghdad. Sheisliving
onadrenalin;dead bodiesnolonger
“crack herup”. Twelve years into the
job and she has become “one of the
cynical journalists [she] had so
despised”. Yet, her professionalisin
kicksin when confronted witha
suicide bombinamarketandshe
works throughout the night writing
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her storyaboutthe innocentIraqi
victimskilled.

Price is passionate. Sometimes
she’s over-the-top and this gets her
introuble. Her long-suffering,
chain-smokingeditor has to strike
out the expletives from her stories
more than once. Occasionally, her
character development is uneven.
Price starts the novelinher20sand a
few pages [rom the end reveals she is
40.Yethervoice —and heractions -
donotalwaysreflect that maturity.

TUsasil Leith deliberately keeps
Price atarm’slength —from the
reader, from McDermottand,
ultimately, from Price hersell. This is
frustratingat times butyou arc
rewarded in the final unfolding of
the narrative.

Aplotdevelopmentlobbed in at
the end, which forcesher outof Irag,
also does not quite ring true. But
these are minorissues.

Thisisafinely crafted and
cleverty framed novel. You think you
know the endingat the beginning
but thatdoes notlessen the final
climax. Leithisalso the authorofthe
nonliction Bearing Witness:

The Lives of War Correspondents
and Photojournalists buther debut
novetdoeswhatjournalisim cannot
do. Tt givesyou the story from the
inside. Itisnot objective but deeply
personal and alt the more moving
forit. This story of regrets, missed
opportunitiesandlife’s precious
momentsseepsunderyourskin. Itis
about howjournalists on the front
line deal with what they see and deal
lesswell with themselves when they
return to the ’burbs.

Despitebeingalove story, itis not
romantic. Nothingis glorificd here,
yvet hope ultimately prevails.
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